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News 
 
Worship song tops iTunes charts. Early in July, Michael J Tinker’s song Be Strong and 
Courageous, knocked Baby Shark from number two on the iTunes Charts.  
 
CTE Presidents' statement on the Hagia Sophia. “Presidents of Churches Together in 
England are saddened at the decision of the Turkish Government to change the sta-
tus of Hagia Sophia in Istanbul. For a long period of time Hagia Sophia has been a 
unique centre symbolising a co-existence of people of faith. It is a UNESCO World 

Heritage Site and, as a place where the rich history of Istan-
bul is told visually, can be a living example of religious tol-
erance and respect. The decision to alter the status quo in 
this way is a powerful, symbolic change that is lamentable 
and painful for many people of faith the world over.” Presi-

dents of Churches Together in England: Archbishop Justin Welby, The Archbishop of Canterbury; Car-
dinal Vincent Nichols, The Cardinal Archbishop of Westminster; Revd Dr Hugh Osgood, The Free 
Churches Moderator; Archbishop Angaelos of London, Archbishop of the Coptic Orthodox Diocese of 
London and CTE President for the Orthodox Churches; Pastor Agu Irukwu, head of Redeemed Christian 
Church of God UK and CTE Pentecostal President. 
 
Launching on Saturday 1 August, Young Christian Climate Network .YCCN is an action-
focused community of Christians in the UK aged 18-30, choosing to follow Jesus in 
the pursuit of climate justice. They have three aims:  
 to connect young Christians into an inclusive community engaged with climate 
 justice 
 to take and facilitate collective action towards climate justice, motivated by faith 
 to see ourselves and our communities grow in passion and understanding, learn
   ing with humility and reflection 
The network is ecumenical - the set-up team has members from the Anglican, Meth-
odist, Baptist and Quaker traditions.  
 
Taunton Team Chaplaincy (TTC). In the wake of the Listening Chaplaincy Phoneline 
which helpfully bridged the gap whilst chaplains could not meet people face to face, 
TTC have tentatively begun to re-engage with people where they 
are out exercising. Chaplains are walking in Vivary Park and having 
conversations with people who indicate they are thrilled to have a 
personal encounter once more. Taunton’s street pastors are also out and about hav-
ing a similar morale-boosting effect in the Priorswood and Halcon communities as 
well as the park, this with the encouragement of the neighbourhood police sergeant 
who believes it is helpful to reassure and encourage people who have been confined 
to their homes for over three months. 
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Resources 
 
Young Christian Climate Network Launching on Saturday 1 August. Follow YCCN on Instagram, Twitter and Face-
book (all @YCCNetwork). Contact them at hello@yccn.uk.  
  
Together for the Common Good, one of CTE’s Bodies in Association, has published a free guide to 
help local groups build on the great community spirit that emerged during lockdown. The guide in-
cludes four short sessions that lead to a simple action plan agreed by those involved. The session 
guide is free to download from the Together for the Common Good website. The four sessions can 
be run online or in person and are designed to bring together people to collaborate for the good of 
the neighbourhood. 

 

Covid-19 and the World Church webinar. Wednesday 19 August noon to 1.30 pm hosted by the Society for Ecu-
menical Studies. Join an ecumenical conversation between diverse contexts and traditions of the World Church. 
What can we learn from each other and share together across ecclesial and geographical boundaries during these 
unprecedented times? More information and how to book on their website… 

 

Coronavirus Update. Churches across England were permitted to open for services from 4 July.  A summary of the 
guidance is available on the CTE website. The government’s guidelines are also available online. CTE have also 
published additional advice for Single Congregation LEPs and shared buildings and have gathered together per-
spectives from many of our Member Churches on how the coronavirus pandemic has affected them and their con-
gregations. If you are looking for guidance, resources or inspiration for your church during this difficult time, then 
visit the Coronavirus Hub at cte.org.uk/coronavirus.  
 
New mission resource -Walk, Pray, Talk. Walk, Pray, Talk is a short five-part resource from the Evangelical Alli-
ance, which can be used in small groups or amongst Christian friends. It unpacks how we can be praying for the 
community in which we live and creating mission opportunities for those on our doorstep. More details on Walk-
Pray-Talk are available online.   
 
Church Comms Create (CCC) is a desktop design platform for church communicators and Christian creatives in 
the UK. A digital tool to help you communicate in your context. Customise existing templates or use the CCC tool 
to shape your own designs from the ground up. CCC integrates with Unsplash so you can choose from more than 
800,000 images to bring your designs to life.  Go to https://cpo.us1.listmanage.com/track/click?
u=bac51d2c95abeab38a441f573&id=8b482cef3d&e=e8ab61c791  
 
Aware of the amazing work that churches are doing, YourNeighbour.org  are keen to support churches engaging 
with their local and national Governments and have made available The Church Leader toolkit to help churches 
engage with their local authority 
 
Cambridge Papers have made available Understanding racism A Christian perspective In this article, Philip Powell 
explores how we can understand and respond to racism. Why has the Bible been read with cultural blind spots? 
And how can the gospel paradox help us to respond to personal and structural racism? 
 
Anti-racism resources – Student Christian Movement. A list of resources covering websites, videos, poetry and 
music to spark discussions on race is available on the SCM website  
 
“If we are going to live as intended, which is, to the glory of God, we cannot do it 
abstractly or in general. We have to do it under the particularising conditions in 
which God works, namely – time and place – here and now.” – Eugene Peterson  
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