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Day Time Place Intention 

Vigil 
25th 

6.00pm 
6.00pm 

Shepton Mallet 
Glastonbury 

  
 Ray & Queenie Hitchcock RIP 

Sunday 
26th 

9.00am 
9.00am 
10.30am 
10.30am 
11.00am 
12.15pm 
5.00pm 

Cheddar 
Shepton Mallet 
Wells 
Glastonbury 
Cheddar (Fr Wally) * 
Glastonbury (Latin) 
Glastonbury 

 Ints Bill Finnegan & Rose Ann Finnegan RIP 
 Gwen, George & all the housebound of the parishes 
 Pro populo 
 Mrs Margaret Price RIP 
 
 Christina Sewell 
  

Monday 
27th 

7.30am 
10.00am 

Glastonbury (Latin) 
Glastonbury 

 Brian Louis Walsh RIP 
  

Tuesday 
28th 

7.30am 
10.00am 

Glastonbury (Latin) 
Shepton Mallet 

Vocations: Community of Our Lady of Glastonbury  
Polly Egglestone RIP 

Wednesday 
29th 

7.30am 
10.00am 

Glastonbury (Latin) 
Wells 

 Leonard Glynn Sewell RIP 
  

Thursday 
30th 

7.30am 
10.00am 

Glastonbury (Latin) 
Cheddar 

 Mgr Georg Ratzinger RIP 
 

Friday 
31st 

7.30am 
10.00am 

Glastonbury (Latin) 
Wells 

 Nancy Heritage RIP 
 

Saturday 
1st 

7.30am 
10.00am 

Glastonbury (Latin) 
Glastonbury 

 FOSS (Norbert Stricker RIP) 
  

* Fr Wally Beale will offer Mass in the Classroom, and at 10am on weekdays 

Sunday 26th July 2020 
 

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 
 

Psalm Response: Lord, how I love your law! 

Glastonbury 
 

The Parish and Shrine of Our Lady of Glastonbury 
Magdalene Street, Glastonbury, BA6 9EJ 

Parish Office: 01458 835931 
www.glastonburyshrine.co.uk 

Wells  
 

St Joseph and St Teresa 
Chamberlain Street, Wells, BA5 2PF 

Parish Office: 01749 673183 
www.wellscatholics.co.uk 

Shepton 
 

St Michael Archangel 
6 Park Rd, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5BP  

Parish Office: 01458 835931 
www.stmichaelsshepton.co.uk 

Cheddar 
 

Our Lady Queen of Apostles 
Tweentown, Cheddar, BS27 3HU 

Parish Office: 01934 742564  
www.ourladychurch.org 



Notices 

 
General Notices: 
School Governor: Are you interested in becoming a School Governor for SS Joseph & Teresa Primary School?  The primary 

school serves all our four parishes. Experience in the education sector would be useful but is not essential, as the Governing 
Body needs many skills.  The main commitment is to attend and prepare for six meetings per year.  The role is challenging but 
rewarding.  New governors receive induction training and are offered other training courses.  The diocese appoints a 

Foundation Governor to serve for four years. If you are interested, please talk to Father Bede or Father Anselm.   
Collections: If you can please think about giving you collection via Standing Order. Glastonbury/Shepton, please contact our 
treasurer Julia: Tel. 01749 831435 ; treasurer.glastonbury.stmary@cliftondiocese.com ; 

treasurer.sheptonmallet.stmichael@cliftondiocese.com ; Wells - treasurer.ssjosephandteresa.wells 
@cliftondiocese.com ; Cheddar - treasurer.ourlady.cheddar@cliftondicoese.com 
Welcome and Cleaning: With the new guideline, we need someone at the door before Masses to squirt people with sanitiser 
and to wipe down things afterwards. If you can help please contact the Priests.  

 
Glastonbury: 
New Cleaner for St. Mary’s Hall. A new cleaner is required for St. Mary’s Hall, for 4 hours per week on Monday mornings, 

with anticipated start in early September. Salary £9.30/hour. Applicants should have previous experience of cleaning, must be a 
permanent resident in the UK, with documentary evidence of the right to work in the UK, and must have a National Insurance 
Number. The successful applicant will become an employee of Clifton Diocese. For a full job description and application forms, 

please contact the Parish Office at St. Mary’s; glastonbury.stmary@cliftondiocese.com or tel: 01458 835931.  
 
Wells: 

Keys: The Presbytery is now rented out. If you have keys to the Presbytery or Office, please give them to one of the Priests or 
Charlotte.  
Singing by Zoom with Ss Joseph & Teresa Choir. Phone Ruth for details  01749 673 648  

 
Shepton: 
Things to come soon! 

 
Cheddar: 
Keeping in touch: A note to say that we have a weekly keeping in touch email. If you would like to receive it to email 

mail@steveandannep.co.uk 

Confessions 
 Glastonbury  Saturday 5.15pm-5.45pm    Cheddar  on request 
 Shepton  Saturday 5.15pm-5.45pm    Wells   on request 

Websites:  Wells - wellscatholics.co.uk  ;  Cheddar - ourladychurch.org  ;  Shepton - stmichaelsshepton.co.uk  

  Glastonbury - glastonburyshrine.co.uk  ;  Community - glastonburymonastery.co.uk 

 “It is easy to love the people far away. It is not always easy to 

love those close to us. It is easier to give a cup of rice to relieve 

hunger than to relieve the loneliness and pain of someone 

unloved in our own home. Bring love into your home for this is 

where our love for each other must start.”  

 
St Teresa of Calcutta 



 

The New Normal of Mass 
 

 

Having talked about the ‘new normal’ last week, I said that I might talk through some ‘new normal’ things 

about Holy Mass this week. The first thing I want to do is to draw a line between the older liturgy 

(sometimes called the Latin Mass or Extraordinary Form) and the new Mass which was written in the 60s. 

I have no interest in debating liturgy etc., frankly I can’t be bothered. Blood, sweat and tears have gone 

into that, and my life on earth is too short. What I want to do again, is to show how the ‘new normal’ is 
not new at all, but rather that the things that we have been doing for the past decades have been a ‘blip’ 

in the practice of the Church. You see, the Old Mass developed through centuries. It knew plague and 

disaster. It had changed so that the Priest and the People were kept safe while at the same time the Mass 

could continue to be offered.  

 

What are the things which have been banned in the new rite? The sign of peace (always optional in the 

new rite, but not a part of the older liturgy); receiving the Precious Blood (only the Priest receives this in 

the Latin Mass); people doing readings and bidding prayers (I have no idea why our Bishops say that 

bidding prayers are dangerous, but there you go - but these things do not exist in the older Mass); the 

length of Mass (we are instructed that the older forms of the said Mass should not be too long); speaking 

while administering the Sacred Host on an eye level (the Old Rite has the person kneeling, so there is no 

exchange of breath); the cleaning of the hands by the Priest (in the Latin Mass we have prayers when we 

thoroughly wash our hands before we come out, then more to say at the offertory - and guess what, they 

take about 20 seconds!, and then the Priest touches nothing with the two fingers with which he will 

administer the sacred host - which is why we keep those fingers together while saying Mass); we can no 

longer speak words of consecration over hosts which are exposed on the altar and which the people will 

consume (we usually give communion from the Tabernacle in the Old Rite - a practice that was scorned 

when I was training to be a Priest, but which, guess what, is now best practice!).  

 

In fact the only thing that you will find at variance with the ancient practices, and what the bishops are 

now imposing, is communion in the hand versus communion on the tongue, and I’m afraid that is more to 

do with ideology than health - I touch a higher percentage of hands than I do tongues when I administer 

Holy Communion, and since the virus lives on surfaces, I do not lick the door handles and pews when I 

come into Church, but I do touch them! 

 

So… a lot of what we ended up with in the past years after the New Mass was written in the 60s were 

quasi Protestant practices, dressed up as ‘early Church’ but which came from a history, tradition and 

context which was not Catholic. It was fine for the Methodists all to receive the wine in little cups, 

because it was only ever wine - that is their theology. Communion in the hand has to be at odds with our 

belief that ever particle of the Sacred Host is the Body and Blood, soul and divinity of Christ, and I pop it 

onto an unclean palm, and if any drops off, well, they drop off. If you don’t believe that It is God, and the 

Protestant communities don’t, then there is no harm in it. In ‘simplifying’ the liturgy not only did we get 

rid of the layers of symbolic meaning, we also got rid of the centuries of development which gave rise to 

it. And that development included plague and disease. Of course Mass is safe! If it’s done in safe way. The 

Old Mass is safe because that’s how it adapted, the new one isn’t because it never existed in a time of 

disease, and as soon as one comes along all of those things which are its hallmarks have to be banned - 

the new normal starts to look like the old one.  

 

The new normal reached behind the stuff that we have been doing, to an older liturgy which breathed 

plague air, and survived, which looked on the sick infectious with disease, and kept going, and which was 

offered in the midst of pandemics and infestations, and which kept everyone safe.  

 

Perhaps we can learn from this, to think twice before we dismiss what the development of the ages has 

given to us. 


