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The church was born in lockdown as the disciples gathered in fear behind closed 
doors between the Resurrection and Pentecost. It was from lockdown that the 
church exploded into life as the Spirit filled the disciples and they came out of hiding 
to proclaim the gospel  
 

News 
THE UK BLESSING. In case you haven't seen this, (over a mil-
lion have) over 65 churches and movements have come togeth-
er to create a very special video of 'The UK Blessing' - a power-
ful and beautiful song based on the Aaronic Blessing from Num-
bers 6:24-26. Take a look https://youtu.be/PUtll3mNj5U  Our 
buildings may be closed, but the church is alive! 

 
More than 1,000 churches join YourNeighbour.org network which has been set up 
in response to the coronavirus crisis and is supported by Churches Together in Eng-
land. YourNeighbour.org aims to support vulnerable and 
isolated people who are not able to access help in other 
ways.  Many of CTE’s Member Churches are already in-
volved including the Baptist Union, Assemblies of God, 
Methodist Church, Salvation Army, and dioceses from both the Church of England 
and the Roman Catholic Church.  
 
"We need to keep on praying: prayer makes a difference" - message from CTE Presi-
dents. In a series of video messages released on 6 May 2020, Presidents of Churches 
Together in England are encouraging us to keep praying prayers of hope, because 
prayer makes a difference.  (see more details in the prayer resources section of this 
newsletter) 
 
Findings from A poll undertaken on behalf of TEARFUND UK include: A quarter of 
UK adults (26%) say they pray regularly (at least once a month): One in twenty (5%) 
of UK adults say they have started praying during the lockdown but they didn’t pray 
before: Among those who pray, nearly half (45%) say that they prayed since the lock-
down because they believe in God, a third believe that prayer makes a difference 
(33%), a quarter (26%) say that they prayed in times of personal crisis or tragedy and 
a quarter (24%) say they have prayed to gain comfort or to feel less lonely: Men are 
significantly more likely than women say they have watched or listened to a religious 
service since lockdown (on the radio, live on TV, on demand or streamed online) 
(28% vs. 21% respectively). https://www.tearfund.org/en/media/press_releases/
many_brits_look_to_faith_during_lockdown/  
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https://youtu.be/PUtll3mNj5U
https://ctdevon.us17.list-manage.com/track/click?u=02c75d3642ce60f0a39589776&id=4156b628f0&e=877075a790


Thoughts and Reflection 
 

“God blesses those who are poor and realize their need for him, for the Kingdom of Heaven is theirs.” Matthew 
5:3 (NLT) 
 
Live your life in a manner worthy of the Gospel.  A short reflection by Inderjit Bhogal in his series Communion in 
Times of Coronavirus. Inderjit is working with CTBI on the Church of Sanctuary project.  
 

Prayer Resources 
 
A different Thy Kingdom Come. Join the global wave of prayer calling all Christians to pray between Ascension 
and Pentecost for more people to come to know Jesus Christ. Due to Covid-19 Thy Kingdom Come is going to look 
slightly different this year. Here are some ideas on how you can still get in-
volved! A letter from The Revd Canon Chris Russell, Archbishop of Canterbury’s 
Advisor on Evangelism and Witness, outlining this year's plans for Thy Kingdom 
Come.Thy Kingdom Come 2020 – plans for this year 
 
Thy Kingdom Come prayer resources. New resources to help you engage in prayer at this unique time Go to 
https://www.thykingdomcome.global/prayer-resources . For more information go to https://www.facebook.com/
ThyKingdomComeUK/videos/537902930473550/ 
 

Church of England launches free dial-in worship phone line The Archbishop of Canterbury has launched Daily 
Hope, which includes music, prayers, reflections and full worship services at the end of a telephone line. It is avail-
able 24 hours a day on 0800 804 8044 and has been set up to reach people unable to join online church services. 
Churches are being asked to publicise it to people they know who aren't on the internet. 
 

United in Prayer: You can join a 24/7 prayer chain which is running through April, May and June, for the Covid-19 
crisis, with 24 and 1 hour timeslots to fill, as individuals or as churches. www.unitedinprayer.co.uk   
 

A series of 5 video messages from CTE Presidents has been launched, encouraging us to keep on praying prayers of 
hope during this challenging period. The direct link is: www.cte.org.uk/KeepPraying. Each video includes optional 
subtitles, and a transcript of each message can be found at the bottom of the page.  
 
Links to scripture based reflective prayer sites / apps:  A further reminder 
 
Lectio 365: A new 24/7 Prayer devotional resource –  https://www.24-7prayer.com/dailydevotional  
Taketime: Audible Ignatian Meditations on the words of Jesus - https://taketime.org.uk/  
Live From Rest: Rooted in the way of Jesus - https://www.livefromrest.com/  
Sacred Space - https://pray-as-you-go.org/prayer%20tools/  
Prayer broadcasts 

Premier Radio is hosting a weekly Prayers of Hope service at 7.00 pm on Sundays, tying in with CTE’s Prayers of Hope call to 
prayer. 

The Baptist Union of Great Britain are hosting a time of prayer online every Wednesday and Sunday evening at 7.00 pm. 

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference are hosting series of special Thursday evening Masses for the sick, their families, NHS 
staff, and those working in Social Care. These will take place at 7.00 pm, ahead of the national 
Clap for Carers at 8.00 pm each Thursday. 
 
‘And my God will meet all your needs according tohis glorious riches in Christ Je-
sus’ (Philippians 4:19) 
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